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EVENTS

Sudoku: Answer to 
today’s puzzle, seen on 
page A11.

Kenosha Estates 
sets art exhibit

KENOSHA — In cel-
ebration of Nursing Home 
Week, Kenosha Estates 
Living and Care Center, 
1703 60th St., has put to-
gether a gallery of artwork 
by resident J. Lee Hall.

The exhibit will be open 
to the public at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday in the lobby.

To RSVP, call 658-4125 
or go to kenoshaestatesliv-
ing.com/evening-of-the-
arts.

Open house planned 
at Friedens School

KENOSHA — Friedens 
Lutheran School, 5038 19th 
Ave., is hosting an open 
house event for prospec-
tive students and their 
families.

The event, 6 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, will include 
tours of the school and 
talks by the principal, 
faculty and staff.

Friedens serves child 
care/preschool through 
eighth grade. It is a 
member of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod. 

Red Cross offering 
CPR/AED course

RACINE — The Ameri-
can Red Cross is offering 
an adult CPR/AED course 
that incorporates the 2010 
ECC standards.

The course meets 8:30 
to 11:45 a.m. Wednesday at 
the Red Cross offi ce, 4521 
Taylor Ave., Racine.

It will help participants 
recognize and respond ap-
propriately to cardiac and 
breathing emergencies. 

Register in advance 
online at redcross.org or 
by calling 1-888-733-2767.

McKinley alumni 
choir rehearsal set

KENOSHA — Alumni 
of McKinley Middle 
School interested in sing-
ing in an alumni choir at 
the May 31 farewell event 
are invited to a rehearsal 
this week.

The rehearsal begins at 
7 p.m. Wednesday at the 
school, 5710 32nd Ave.

For more information, 
call Pam Whyte at 359-
5935.

Library to host
acoustic jam session

KENOSHA — An acous-
tic jam session begins at 7 
p.m. Tuesday at Northside
Library, 1500 27th Ave.

Adult and teen musi-
cians are invited, includ-
ing singers and instru-
mentalists.

To have an event listed 
in the briefs email the 
information to dwalter@
kenoshanews.com. For 
more information, call Dave 
Walter at 656-6279.
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Each Monday, the Kenosha 
News takes a look at the life 

of a Kenosha County resident 
who recently died. We share 

with you, through the memo-
ries of family and friends, a 

life remembered.
BY DIANE GILES

dgiles@kenoshanews.com
Small in stature, Carl 

“Specks” Bielewicz was often 
one of the last picked to play 
on neighborhood ball teams 
in his youth. But his love for 
sports, like his heart, was 
bigger than any obstacle. 

Eventually his sports re-
sume would include a one-hit 
baseball game, a hole-in-one 
golf match, and gigs as a 
Kenosha Youth Foundation 
swimming instructor and 
physical director, and as a 
timekeeper with the Kenosha 
Golden Gloves boxers. 

Even in his late years 
when he lived at Hospitality 
Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center, he was eager to com-
pete in the Senior Olympics.

“Sports were always a big 
part of his life. He was always 
either coaching or watching 
a game,” his daughter Karla 
said.

Carl J. Bielewicz, 91, of 
Kenosha, died April 15, 
leaving children Karl (Kim) 
Bielewicz, Robert (Juli) Zei-
hen, Linda Naidicz and Karla 
Bielewicz; six grandchildren; 
and a sister Mary (Emerald) 
Knudson.

He was born in Kenosha, 
the son of Antonio and Julia 
(Sielecki) Bielewicz. He was 
raised with his two older sis-
ters and a younger brother.

Part of the team
At Kenosha High School, 

he was the manager of the 
football, basketball and track 
teams. It didn’t matter to him 
if he didn’t see any action on 
the fi eld or gym fl oorboards 
— he was part of the team.

Later on he was a second 
baseman and pitcher on area 
teams. 

The Kenosha County Old 
Timers Baseball Association 
was a big part of Bielewicz’s 
life. He was inducted into the 
association’s hall of fame in 
1993. 

Over the years he served 
as the organization’s presi-
dent and vice president and 
as the chairman of the “Hot 
Stove League” dinner for 
many years.

Overseas service
During World War II, 

Bielewicz was a desk ser-
geant stationed on New Cale-
donia, a South Pacifi c island 
that served as an important 
Allied base. After the war he 
served in the Army Reserves 
before being called up during 
the Korean War.

He met and married Helen 

B. Gehl in 1952. When she
died just before Christmas
in 1964, he was left to raise
Karla, 10, and Karl, 5.

In 1970, he married Lila 
(Stowell) Zeihen, and the 
family grew to four children. 
They were married 38 years 
until Lila’s passing in 2008.

He worked at American 
Motors Corp. for 30 years, 
retiring in 1985.

Sports, dancing
One of his favorite haunts 

was Clem and Chet’s Sports 
Bar (now TGs) where he tend-

ed bar for many years. His 
standard menu order there 
was a hot beef sandwich.

He was a big Green Bay 
Packers fan.

“Sundays were sacred. 
We learned to be quiet on 
Sundays during the game,” 
Karla said.

He would take his daugh-
ters to the father/daughter 
dinner dances, where he 
would show off his talent as a 
polka dancer.

“He would always try to 
teach us to polka,” Karla 
said.

Polish culture
Bielewicz was a member of

the Polish Legion of Ameri-
can Veterans James Smelcer 
Post 34.

Throughout his life, Polish 
culture and heritage were 
very important, especially at 
Christmas time. He kept tra-
ditions like eating a meatless 
dinner on Christmas Eve, 
setting a place for a stranger 
at the dinner table and break-
ing the oplatek (Christmas 
wafer). 

Bielewicz taught his chil-
dren the all-important lesson 
of paying respects at funerals 
of community members.

When he heard of a death 
in a family, instead of 
buying funeral flowers, he 
would purchase the mak-
ings of a care package: ham, 
turkey, bread and butter 
and deliver it to the mourn-
er’s home.

“He was so taken with the 
fact that so many people had 
gone to my mother’s funer-
al,” Karla explained.

Sports were big part of  Carl Bielewicz’s life

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Carl “Specks” Bielewicz was inducted into the Kenosha 
County Old Timers Baseball Association’s Hall of Fame 
in 1993.

Parents: Kristine Hobson and Michael 
Young.

Favorite classes: French, semantics, AP 
U.S. government, AP biology and chemistry.

College: University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, 
Ala.

Aspiration: To become a forensic anthro-
pologist.

Inspiration: Nicole Powers, AP U.S. govern-
ment teacher.
“She taught me about more than just how 
the government operates. She taught me 
to take a step back, see all sides of a 
situation, and to compromise, because 
that is the only way that an issue may be 
resolved.”

Role model: My mom.
“Despite hardships she endured, she went 
back to school and fi nished her degree. I am 
very proud of her and admire her drive and 
self-discipline. She is the most caring person 
I know and is always willing to help someone 
in need, regardless of what she might have 
to sacrifi ce to assist that person.”

Awards: Student of the 
Month, National Youth 
Leadership Conference 
attendee, Mayor’s 
Youth Commission 
Award and the Kind-
ness Award (twice).

Activities: National 
Honor Society, Environmental Club, 
student government, Key Club, choir, 
Climate Committee, freshmen class 
president, senior class president, Key 
Club vice president, Key Club president, 
Veterans Day Assembly Committee chair, 
Talent Show Auditions Committee chair, 
Homecoming Assembly Committee chair, 
Cantante Choir at St. Mary’s Lutheran 
Church, chemistry tutor, Relay for Life and 
blood donor.

Quotable: “I am passionate about helping 
veterans and enlisted soldiers. I hope to 
establish a foundation that provides a place 
for veterans, struggling with readjusting 
into civilian life, to go to seek assistance, 
whether for medical help, housing, or simply 
someone to talk to that understands what 
he or she has been through.”

Kaitlyn Young
Bradford High School

TODAY’S TEEN

Outstanding seniors from major high schools in Kenosha County are chosen by school 
offi cials for their leadership ability, participation in community activities and scholastic perfor-
mance.

   See today’s and previous 2012 Today’s Teens at www. kenoshanews.com. Click on the To-
day’s Teen link on the main home page.

KENOSHA NEWS STAFF
An art class in creating 

mosaics is being offered at 
Lemon Street Gallery, 4601 
Sheridan Road.

The class meets at 6 p.m. 
fi ve consecutive Wednes-

days beginning this Wednes-
day.

The fee is $75, plus a $5 
supplies fee.

For more information, go 
to www.lemonstreetgallery.
org or call 605-4745.

Lemon Street Gallery to offer
mosaics art class on Wednesdays

KENOSHA NEWS STAFF
BURLINGTON — Genea-

logical materials avail-
able in courthouse docu-
ments will be discussed 
at the next meeting of the 
Burlington Genealogical 

Society.
The meeting, open to 

the public, begins at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday at Gateway Tech-
nical College, 496 McCanna 
Parkway, Burlington.

For more information, go 

to www.rootsweb.ancestry.
com/~wiburlgs/ or call 
Dave Nelson at 262-770-4986, 
email denelson@execpc.
com, or Dick Ammann at 
email dick.ammann@gmail.
com.

Genealogy group to discuss courthouse documents

$30.00*

Take advantage of this 
week’s NewsPerks and save

To subscribe, call 262-657-1000
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Celebrate and learn about this 
year’s graduates’ journeys.
Photos and feature stories about 
Kenosha County’s high schools 
will be featured in a special 
Graduation section coming 
May 23 in the Kenosha News.
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